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PART I - Information 

1 Introduction 

The BA Moderatorship in Computer Science and Business/Business and Computing is a four year 

honours degree course jointly run by the School of Computer Science and Statistics and the School 

of Business. 

This handbook contains information and regulations for all BA (Mod) Computer Science and 

Business/Business and Computing students in the 2013-14 academic year. 

 

1.1 Term Dates 

Teaching is conducted in two academic terms with a total of twenty four weeks. The following table 

lists the duration of each term and the start and end dates for teaching in each term for the 2013-14 

academic year. No lectures are held during the reading weeks in each term. 

Term Duration Start and End Dates (2013-14) 

Michaelmas Term (MT) 12 weeks 23rd September 2013 – 13th December 2013 

(Reading Week:  4th November – 8th November 2013) 

Hilary Term (HT) 12 weeks 13th January 2014 – 4th April 2014 

(Reading Week:  24th February – 28th February 2014) 

 

1.2 Contact Information 

Course Administration 

Course Director Dr. Hugh Gibbons hugh.gibbons@scss.tcd.ie 

Joint Course Director Dr. Majella Giblin giblinma@tcd.ie 

Course Administrator Ms Florence Dowling Florence.Dowling@scss.tcd.ie 
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School Administration – Computer Science 

Head of School Dr Jeremy Jones Jeremy. Jones@scss.tcd.ie 

School Administrator Ms Olivia Lombard Olivia.Lombard@scss.tcd.ie 

Director of Undergraduate Teaching and 

Learning 

Dr Andrew Butterfield Andrew.Butterfield@scss.tcd.ie 

 

School Administration – Business Studies 

Head of School Dr Jim Quinn  james.quinn@tcd.ie 

School Administrator Ms Pamela Hennessey Pamela.Hennessy@.tcd.ie 

Director of Undergraduate Teaching and 

Learning 

Dr Mary Lee Rhodes  rhodesml@tcd.ie 

 

1.3 General Information 

1.3.1 Academic Issues 

If you experience any academic problems, below are some sources of assistance: 

 the course lecturer; 

 other students in the class; 

 your personal tutor (or any other tutor if you cannot find yours), or the Senior Tutor; 

 Course Director; 

 Head of School or Director of Teaching and Learning (Undergraduate); 

 Class representatives; 

 Students’ Union Education Officer, (01) 646 8439, mailto:education@tcdsu.org 

1.3.2 Personal Issues 

If you experience any personal problems, below are some sources of assistance: 

• your tutor (or any other tutor if you cannot find yours), or the Senior Tutor; 

• Student Counselling Service, 199/200 Pearse Street, College, student-counselling@tcd.ie; 

(01) 896 1407 or Niteline (Thursdays to Sundays during term only, 9pm - 2.30am) at 1800 

793 793; 

mailto:education@tcdsu.org
mailto:student-counselling@tcd.ie
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• Student Health Service, House 47 - Medical Director: Dr David McGrath 01 896 1556; Doctor: 

Dr David Thomas 896 1556; Health Promotion Officer, Ms Aileen McGloin 01 896 1556; 

Physiotherapist: Ms Karita Cullen 01 896 1591; 

• Welfare Officer, Students’ Union, House 6, College (01) 646 8437, welfare@tcdsu.org; 

• Chaplains, House 27, College: Paddy Gleeson (Roman Catholic) 896 1260; Darren McCallig 

(Church of Ireland) 01 896 1402; Julian Hamilton (Presbyterian) 896 1901; Kieran Dunne 

(Roman Catholic) 01 896 1260; 

• Any student, member of staff or other person with whom you feel able to discuss your 

problems; 

• Disability Services, Mr Declan Treanor, Room 3055, Arts Building (01 896 3111), disab@tcd.ie 

1.3.3 Student 2 Student 

From the moment you arrive in College right the way through to your end of year exams Student 2 

Student (S2S) is here to make sure your first year is fun, engaging and a great foundation for the rest 

of your time in Trinity. You’ll meet your two S2S mentors in Freshers’ Week and they’ll make sure 

you know other people in your course before your classes even start.  They’ll keep in regular touch 

with you throughout your first year and invite you to events on and off campus.  They’ll also give you 

useful information about your course and what to look out for.  Mentors are students who have 

been through first year and know exactly what it feels like, so you never have to worry about asking 

them a question or talking to them about anything that’s worrying you. 

S2S also offers trained Peer Supporters if you want to talk confidentially to another student or just to 

meet a friendly face for a coffee and a chat.  S2S is supported by the Senior Tutor's Office and the 

Student Counselling Service. 

http://student2student.tcd.ie, E-mail: student2student@tcd.ie, Phone: + 353 1 896 2438 

 

1.4 About School of Computer Science and Statistics in Trinity 

The School of Computer Science and Statistics comprises the Department of Computer Science and 

the Department of Statistics and forms part of the Faculty of Engineering, Mathematics and Science. 

The Department of Computer Science was founded in 1969 and the BA Moderatorship in Computer 

Science had its first intake of students in 1979. 

 

The School currently runs four full-time and one part-time degree programme with over 550 

undergraduate students. The School also offers a range of postgraduate courses, with over 300 

students. In addition, over 150 postgraduate students are studying for research degrees in the 

School. 

The School is a vibrant centre of research. The School with Electrical Engineering leads the Centre for 

Telecommunications Value-Chain Research (CTVR), a Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) Centre for 

Science, Engineering and Technology (CSET). It is also a major partner in two other important CSETs: 

mailto:welfare@tcdsu.org
mailto:disab@tcd.ie
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LERO (the Irish Software Engineering Research Centre); and the Centre for Next Generation 

Localisation (CNGL).  

Research activity is channelled through our five research disciplines:  

 Computer Systems Discipline, led by Prof. Donal O'Mahony;  

 Intelligent Systems Discipline, led by Dr. Declan O’Sullivan;  

 Software Systems Discipline, led by Prof. Matthew Hennessy;  

 Statistics Discipline, led by Prof. John Haslett;  

 Information Systems Discipline, led by Dr. Frank Bannister. 

  

We have two Research Centres: the Centre for Research in Information Technology in Education and 

the Centre for Health informatics. 

1.5 About School of Business in Trinity 

Business is a long established discipline in the College, having been formed as a School of Commerce 
in 1925 and transformed into the School of Business in the sixties. Today, the School is recognised 
for its unique and innovative degree programmes, commitment to research-based teaching, and its 
intimate, tutorially-oriented educational philosophy. The School enjoys a strong international profile 
and maintains excellent relationships with Irish and global organisations in the private, public and 
voluntary sectors.  

The School’s mission is to educate the most able undergraduates, postgraduates and experienced 
managers, providing each with the best disciplinary competence in management as well as a critical 
and inquiring understanding of organisations. Our students, faculty, staff and alumni comprises one 
of the finest business school communities in Europe.  

Undergraduate: The School’s undergraduate programmes are characterised by focus and unique 
curricula. The B.B.S. degree allows undergraduates to specialise in Business, while the B.A. 
Moderatorship in Economic and Social Studies (BESS) enables undergraduates to combine Business 
with Economics, Political Science or Sociology to honors level. The Business Studies and a Language 
degree combine business studies with French, German, Spanish, Polish or Russian. In September 
2009 two new undergraduate programmes were introduced: Law and Business as well as Business 
and Computing.  

Research : The Business School fosters individual research and scholarship by all members of staff 
and has over 40 PhD students. The research is prioritized into two programmatic research themes 
involving teams of researchers, postgraduates and research fellows:  

 International Business  -  This theme has three strands:  
o International Financial Integration (INFINITI);  
o Global Business Systems;  
o Development. 

 Non-profit Management and Social Entrepreneurship  
 



Page 7 of 12 
 

 

Masters Programmes:  The School of Business has extended its suite of postgraduate courses to 
incorporate a one-year full-time M.Sc. in Finance, a one-year full-time M.Sc. in International 
Management and a one year full-time M.Sc in Business and Management.  

Trinity MBA: The Trinity MBA is one of Europe's longest established full time, one-year international 

M.B.A. programmes, with a multinational student body representing 15 or more nations, a global 

reputation, and a uniquely intimate small scale experience consistent with Trinity’s four hundred 

year old tutorial tradition. The School of Business also more recently established the Trinity part-

time MBA, which is offered over two years and has been designed for delivery to busy managers, 

executives and business owners who need to balance their study with work commitments.   
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PART II - Regulations 
This part of the Course Handbook sets out the examination regulations that apply to the BA (Mod) 

Computer Science and Business in the 2013-14 academic year. 

The College Calendar, which is published annually at the beginning of each academic year, contains 

the following additional regulations: 

 General Regulations that apply to all degree programmes in the University 

 General Faculty Regulations that apply to courses within the Faculty of Engineering, 

Mathematics and Science 

 Regulations that apply specifically to the Moderatorship in Computer Science and 

Business/Business and Computing 

If any discrepancy exists between the regulations in this document and the College Calendar, the 

College Calendar takes precedence. 

The Calendar is available online at http://www.tcd.ie/calendar/part1/. 

 

2 Regulations Applying to All Years 

The following regulations apply to all Computer Science and Business/Business and Computing 

students. 

 

2.1 Attendance and Participation 

Students are required to attend all lectures, laboratory and tutorial sessions associated with their 

course and to participate fully in the academic work of their class. 

Students must notify the lecturer concerned or their tutor as early as possible if they are unable to 

attend lectures, laboratories or tutorials or to submit coursework for any reason. Students who are 

absent for medical reasons should notify their tutor and will usually be required to provide a medical 

certificate. 

College regulations on Attendance can be found in the College Calendar, Section H15-20: General 

Regulations and Information or online at: 

          http://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/general_information.pdf  

2.2 Non-satisfactory Attendance or Performance 

At the end of each teaching term, students whose attendance or performance in coursework has not 

been satisfactory may be reported to the Senior Lecturer's Office as non-satisfactory for that term. 

Normally, where students are non-satisfactory in a course for two terms in the year they may be 

refused permission to take their annual examinations and may be required to repeat the year. 

http://www.tcd.ie/calendar/part1/
http://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/general_information.pdf
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2.3 Coursework 

It is the responsibility of each student to retain a copy of any coursework that they submit. Please 

consult the module descriptors for details on the different types of assessment for each module. 

2.4 Plagiarism 

College regulations on Plagiarism can be found in the College Calendar, Section H70-78: General 

Regulations and Information or online at: 

             https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf 

 

We reserve the right to use plagiarism detection technology to investigate suspicions of 

plagiarism.  

2.5 Examination Regulations  

To rise from one year to the next year of the programme, students must satisfy their examiners 

subject to the regulations set out in this section. 

The students are examined in the work of each year. There are supplemental examinations in 

Michaelmas term each year, except for the Senior Sophister year. Permission to take supplemental 

examinations will not normally be granted to students whom the court of examiners considers to 

have not made a serious attempt at the annual examinations unless an adequate explanation is 

furnished. Students must submit satisfactory course work in each year. Students who fail to do so 

may be refused permission to take all or part of the annual examinations for that year. 

To pass the Freshman years and the Junior Sophister year, students must achieve an overall credit-

weighted average mark of at least 40 per cent (grade III) and accumulate 60 credits by (a) passing all 

modules outright or (b) passing by compensation. To pass by compensation students must either 

pass outright modules totalling 55 credits and achieve a minimum mark of 30 per cent in the failed 

module, or pass outright modules totalling 50 credits and achieve a minimum mark of 35 per cent in 

any failed module(s). The designation of certain modules, or module components, as non-

compensatable may reduce the level of compensation permitted in either year. Students, in these 

years, who do not pass at the annual examination session, either outright or by compensation, must 

complete supplemental assessments in all modules in which they did not achieve a mark of at least 

40 per cent (grade III) by taking such assessment components, as specified by either school, during 

the supplemental examination period. 

To pass the Senior Sophister year students must achieve an overall credit-weighted average mark of 

at least 40 per cent (grade III) and accumulate 60 credits either by (a) passing all modules outright or 

(b) passing by compensation or aggregation. Whether passing by compensation or aggregation 

students must pass outright modules totalling at least 40 credits in addition to achieving a 40 per 

cent (grade III) credit-weighted average, or higher, for the year. Compensation will be permitted in 

modules totalling a maximum of 20 credits provided that a minimum mark of 30 per cent has been 

https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf
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attained in any failed module(s). Further, passing by aggregation will be permitted if a mark of less 

than 30 per cent has been achieved in a module or modules carrying up to a maximum of 10 credits 

provided that a mark of at least 30 per cent has been achieved in any remaining failed module(s). As 

with the earlier years, the designation of certain modules, or module components, as non-

compensatable may reduce the level of compensation permitted in the Senior Sophister year. 

Successful candidates at the moderatorship examination are placed in the following classes: first 

class honors, second class honors (with two divisions, first and second), and third class honors. 

Students who have not passed in its entirety any examination within eighteen months from the date 

on which they first became eligible for it, are reported to the University Council as unsatisfactory 

with a recommendation for their exclusion from the course. 

2.5.1 Serious Attempt 

Students who do not make a serious attempt at their examinations may be excluded from the 

course. 

2.5.2 Overall Grade 

Students who pass their annual examinations are awarded an overall honours grade for the year 

based on the overall average mark achieved. Students who pass their examinations at supplementals 

are awarded an overall pass grade for computer science and statistics subjects and are awarded the 

grade achieved for the business subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.5.3 Publication of Examination Results 

Annual and supplemental examination results are published anonymously  on the School of 

Computer Science & Statistics notice boards and on the student portal, my.tcd.ie.  

2.5.4 Discussion of Examination Performance 

College regulations on Access to scripts and discussion of performance can be found in the College 

Calendar, Section H45: General Regulations and Information or online at: 

                         https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf 

 

2.5.5 Appeals 

Students may appeal their examination results using the Faculty and College appeals process of the 

administering faculty. College regulations on Re-check / re-mark of examination scripts and 

Academic Appeals can be found in the College Calendar, Section H46-47: General Regulations and 

Information or online at: 

                          https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf 

 

https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/assets/pdf/2013-14/TCDH.pdf
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2.6 Module Descriptors 

All module descriptors are available to view through the my.tcd.ie portal. 

2.7 Senior Sophister Final Year Project 

Details on the final year project are available here:                  

                                        https://www.scss.tcd.ie/StudentProjects/index.php 

2.7.1 Research Ethics for Senior Sophister Final Year Projects 

Any research project that involves human participation conducted through this course (for 

example, a questionnaire or survey, or system user-evaluation, etc.) must have independent review 

by a Research Ethics Committee before its commencement.  

 

Individual applications are considered on their own merits. A basic principle is that prospective 

participants should be fully informed about the research and its implications for them as 

participants, with time to reflect on the possibility for participation prior to  

being asked to sign an informed consent form. Informing prospective participants fully includes 

declaring potential conflicts of interest that the researcher may have in conducting the research, 

declaring risks that participants might face through engagement in the research, detailing how  

participants may withdraw data associated with their participation from further analysis within the 

study, explaining the preservation of their anonymity within the study, warning them about 

potential consequences of discovery during the study of issues that would necessarily have 

precedence over assurances of anonymity, and so on. 

 

Application forms, with guidelines, can be found here:  

 

https://www.scss.tcd.ie/postgraduate/ethics/  

To apply for research ethics approval, you should email your application to the SCSS Research Ethics 

Committee (research-ethics@scss.tcd.ie). 

 

The Research Ethics Committee will consider each application and normally provide a response 

within two weeks but not more than one month later.  You will not receive an automated 

acknowledgement that your application has been received (therefore, you can be certain that when 

you receive mail about your application, it has been addressed). 

 

IT TAKES TIME TO PREPARE AN APPLICATION FOR RESEARCH ETHICS APPROVAL,  

TO HAVE THE APPLICATION CONSIDERED, AND TO RESPOND TO FEEDBACK ON THE APPLICATION 

WHERE ISSUES ARE RAISED. YOU SHOULD PLAN IN YOUR WORK FOR THE TIME IT TAKES TO 

OBTAIN RESEARCH ETHICS APPROVAL.  

https://www.scss.tcd.ie/StudentProjects/index.php
https://www.scss.tcd.ie/postgraduate/ethics/
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All students and research assistant applications must be reviewed and signed by the research 

Supervisor or Principal Investigator on the project. This signature confirms an assertion that the 

application is complete in terms of its formal requirements; it does not stand as proxy for ethical 

approval. Forms which are not signed or presented to an acceptable standard (eg: incomplete; 

excessive typographical or grammatical errors) will be returned and may therefore incur delays for 

the researchers involved.  

 

RETROSPECTIVE APPROVAL WILL NOT BE GRANTED.  

 

Please also note, research conducted in the School of Computer Science and Statistics should be 

undertaken with cognisance of the TCD Guidelines for Good Research Practice.  

 

http://www.tcd.ie/about/policies/assets/pdf/TCDGoodResearchPractice.pdf 

 

http://www.tcd.ie/about/policies/assets/pdf/TCDGoodResearchPractice.pdf

